FUNERAL SERVICE FOR INFANTS DURING BRIGHT WEEK
For all children up to the age of 7 years old. 
 
When a brother falls asleep in the Lord during Holy Bright Week, we do not sing the usual funeral service, but rather the Resurrection Service. This service is also sung on the day of the leavetaking of the feast of Pascha. During the period after Bright Week until the leavetaking, we sing the usual service but replace “O Holy God, holy and Strong...” with “Christ is risen...” From the home until the temple again we sing “Christ is risen...” Instead of “Let us give a parting farewell...” we sing “Today is the day of Resurrection...”. This is also sung until reaching the grave. 
 
 

IN THE HOME
DEACON 

Master, give the blessing.
PRIEST
Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.
CHOIR: Amen.
PRIEST
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. 
CHOIR 
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. (2)
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold, hath granted unto us, life eternal and great mercy.
For infants (up to the age of 2) we do not say the petitions, but only
DEACON 
Let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST
O thou O Lord, who dost watch over children in the present life, and because of their simplicity of mind and innocence, dost reward them in the world to come with a place in Abraham’s bosom and cause them to dwell in bright and radiant places where the souls of the righteous dwell, do thou receive in peace the soul of thy servant (.....) for thou didst say: for of such is the Kingdom of heaven. 
For only thine is the kingdom of heaven and to thee we ascribe glory, together with thine eternal Father, and thy most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. 
CHOIR: Amen. 
If the child is older then we say:
DEACON 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Thy great mercy; we pray Thee, hear us and have mercy.
CHOIR
Kyrie eleison.
DEACON 
Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the departed servant of God [name], and for the forgiveness of his/her every transgression, voluntary and involuntary.
Let the Lord God establish his/her soul where the just repose; the mercies of God, the kingdom of the heavens, and the remission of his/her sins, let us beseech of Christ, our immortal King and our God.
CHOIR
Grant us, O Lord.
DEACON 
Let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST
O thou O Lord, who dost watch over children in the present life, and because of their simplicity of mind and innocence, dost reward them in the world to come with a place in Abraham’s bosom and cause them to dwell in bright and radiant places where the souls of the righteous dwell, do thou receive in peace the soul of thy servant (.....) for thou didst say: for of such is the Kingdom of heaven. 
For only thine is the kingdom of heaven and to thee we ascribe glory, together with thine eternal Father, and thy most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. 
CHOIR: Amen. 
PRIEST
Glory be to Thee, O our God, glory be to Thee.
May He, who is risen from the dead, and by death hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath given life, Christ our true God, by the prayers of His most holy Mother; of the holy and all-glorious Apostles; of our holy God-bearing Fathers; and of all the saints, assign to the dwelling place of the righteous the soul of his departed servant (…..) who has departed from us, grant it rest in the bosom of Abraham and number it among the righteous, and may he have mercy upon us, for He is good and loving-kind.
Everlasting be thy memory, O our brother/sister, who art worthy of blessedness and eternal memory. [3]
CHOIR: Everlasting be the memory, everlasting be the memory, everlasting be his/her memory.
PRIEST
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. 
 
From the home until reaching the temple the choir sing slowly: 
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. 
 
 

IN THE TEMPLE
DEACON 

Master, give the blessing.
PRIEST
Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.
PRIEST
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. 
CHOIR 
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. (2)
For infants (up to the age of 2) we do not say the petitions, but only
DEACON 
Let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST
O thou O Lord, who dost watch over children in the present life, and because of their simplicity of mind and innocence, dost reward them in the world to come with a place in Abraham’s bosom and cause them to dwell in bright and radiant places where the souls of the righteous dwell, do thou receive in peace the soul of thy servant (.....) for thou didst say: for of such is the Kingdom of heaven. 
For only thine is the kingdom of heaven and to thee we ascribe glory, together with thine eternal Father, and thy most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. 
CHOIR: Amen. 
If the child is older then we say:
 
DEACON 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Thy great mercy; we pray Thee, hear us and have mercy.
CHOIR
Kyrie eleison.
DEACON 
Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the departed servant of God [name], and for the forgiveness of his/her every transgression, voluntary and involuntary.
Let the Lord God establish his/her soul where the just repose; the mercies of God, the kingdom of the heavens, and the remission of his/her sins, let us beseech of Christ, our immortal King and our God.
CHOIR
Grant us, O Lord.
DEACON 
Let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST
O thou O Lord, who dost watch over children in the present life, and because of their simplicity of mind and innocence, dost reward them in the world to come with a place in Abraham’s bosom and cause them to dwell in bright and radiant places where the souls of the righteous dwell, do thou receive in peace the soul of thy servant (.....) for thou didst say: for of such is the Kingdom of heaven. 
For only thine is the kingdom of heaven and to thee we ascribe glory, together with thine eternal Father, and thy most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. 
CHOIR: Amen. 
We then sing the Pascal Katavasia as follows: 
ODE 1 
TONE 1
The day of Resurrection, let us be radiant, O nations! Pascha, the Lord’s Pascha; for Christ God hath conveyed us from death to life, and from earth to heaven, as we sing the triumphal song. 
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. (3)
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold, hath granted unto us, life eternal and great mercy.
 

If there is more than one Priest, at the end of each stasis the Deacon will say “Let us pray unto the Lord”  and every priest according to rank will say “For only thine is the kingdom of heaven...” 

DEACON 
Let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST
For only thine is the kingdom of heaven...
CHOIR: Amen.
 ODE 3
Come let us drink a new drink, not one marvellously brought forth from a barren rock, but from the fount of incorruption, which from the tomb of Christ poured forth, in whom we are established.
Christ is risen from the dead...(3)
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold...
 ODE 4
Upon the divine watch let the God-inspired Habakkuk stand with us and show forth the radiant Angel fervently saying: Today is salvation to the world, for Christ is risen for he is Almighty.  
Christ is risen from the dead...(3)
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold...
 ODE 5
Let us arise at the break of dawn, and instead of myrrh, offer a hymn to the Master; and we shall see Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, causing life to dawn on all life. 
Christ is risen from the dead...(3)
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold...
 ODE 6
Thou didst descend into the deepest abyss of the earth, and didst shatter the eternal bars which held the prisoners captive, O Christ, and like Jonah from the whale, after three days Thou didst rise from the grave.
Christ is risen from the dead...(3)
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold...
 ODE 7
He who delivered the children from the furnace, becomes a  man and suffers as a mortal, and through his suffering, he clothes mortality with the grace of incorruption: the only blessed and most glorious God of our fathers.
Christ is risen from the dead...(3)
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold...
 ODE 8
This is the chosen and Holy Day, the first of all Sabbaths, the Sovereign and Lady, the Feast of Feasts, and the Festival of Festivals on which we bless Christ unto all ages. 
Christ is risen from the dead...(3)
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold...
ODE 9
The angel proclaimed to her that is full of grace, Rejoice O pure Virgin again I say rejoice, For thy Son is risen the third day from the tomb.
Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord hath risen upon thee, celebrate now and be glad, O Sion. And do thou O pure, Mother of God, rejoice in the rising of thy child.
Christ is risen from the dead...(3)
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold...
 And straightway we sing  the Exapostilarion
TONE 2
When thou didst sleep as a mortal, O thou who art King and Lord, thou didst rise on the third day, abolishing death and raising Adam from corruption, O Pascha of incorruption, the salvation of the world. (2)
DEACON: Let us give heed.
READER: Unto thee will I cry, O Lord my God.
DEACON: Wisdom.
READER
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. 
6: 9-11
DEACON: Let us give heed.
READER
Brethren, Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
PRIEST: Peace unto thee.
CHOIR: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
DEACON: Wisdom. Stand steadfast. Let us hear the Holy Gospel. 
PRIEST: Peace unto all.
CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.
PRIEST
 The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
 18:15-17, 26-27
DEACON: Let us give heed
CHOIR: Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.
PRIEST
At that time, they brought unto Jesus infants, that he would touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein. And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved? And he said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.   
CHOIR: Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.
For infants (up to the age of 2) we do not say the petitions, but only
DEACON 
Let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST
O thou O Lord, who dost watch over children in the present life, and because of their simplicity of mind and innocence, dost reward them in the world to come with a place in Abraham’s bosom and cause them to dwell in bright and radiant places where the souls of the righteous dwell, do thou receive in peace the soul of thy servant (.....) for thou didst say: for of such is the Kingdom of heaven. 
For only thine is the kingdom of heaven and to thee we ascribe glory, together with thine eternal Father, and thy most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. 
CHOIR: Amen. 
If the child is older then we say:
 
DEACON 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Thy great mercy; we pray Thee, hear us and have mercy.
CHOIR
Kyrie eleison.
DEACON 
Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the departed servant of God [name], and for the forgiveness of his/her every transgression, voluntary and involuntary.
Let the Lord God establish his/her soul where the just repose; the mercies of God, the kingdom of the heavens, and the remission of his/her sins, let us beseech of Christ, our immortal King and our God.
CHOIR
Grant us, O Lord.
DEACON 
Let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST
O thou O Lord, who dost watch over children in the present life, and because of their simplicity of mind and innocence, dost reward them in the world to come with a place in Abraham’s bosom and cause them to dwell in bright and radiant places where the souls of the righteous dwell, do thou receive in peace the soul of thy servant (.....) for thou didst say: for of such is the Kingdom of heaven. 
For only thine is the kingdom of heaven and to thee we ascribe glory, together with thine eternal Father, and thy most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. 
CHOIR: Amen. 
PRIEST
Glory be to Thee, O our God, glory be to Thee.
May He, who is risen from the dead, and by death hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath given life, Christ our true God, by the prayers of His most holy Mother; of the holy and all-glorious Apostles; of our holy God-bearing Fathers; and of all the saints, assign to the dwelling place of the righteous the soul of his departed servant (…..) who has departed from us, grant it rest in the bosom of Abraham and number it among the righteous, and may he have mercy upon us, for He is good and loving-kind.
Everlasting be thy memory, O our brother [sister], who art worthy of blessedness and eternal memory. [3]
CHOIR: Everlasting be the memory, everlasting be the memory, everlasting be his [her] memory.
PRIEST
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. 
 
Instead of “Let us give a parting farewell...” the choir sing: 
Glory… Now and for ever…
Tone 5
Today is the day of Resurrection, let us be radiant for the festival, and let us embrace one another. Let us say brethren, even to those that hate us: Let us forgive all things on the Resurrection, and thus let us cry aloud: Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. 
 
From the temple until the grave is sung: “Today is the day of Resurrection...”
 
AT THE GRAVESIDE 
The Priest recites the Trisagion for the departed during Bright Week as in the home. 
Before the closing “Christ is risen from the dead...” the Priest pours on the body olive oil saying:
Sprinkle me with hyssop and I shall be cleansed, wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.
Then taking some earth with the shovel he spreads it on the body crosswise, saying: 
The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, thou art earth and to earth shalt thou return.
